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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CHARLESTON, IL (June 29, 1987)--Eastern Illinois University 
senior-to-be JIM MATON (SHELBYVILLE) captured seventh place in the 
800-rneter run Saturday (June 27) at the The Athletic Congress national 
outdoor track and field championship at San Jose, CA. 
Maton's time was 1:47.16 against a field which included several 
world-class runners. Johnny Gray,.the American record-holder, won in 
1:45.15. 
A two-time All-American this spring, Maton has been invited to 
participate in the U.S.-England dual meet on July 17 in Birmingham, 
England. Maton will be one of only three Americans competing in the 800. 
Maton will then compete in Belfast, Northern Ireland on July 20 before 
returning to the U.S. as a member of the North team at the Olympic Sports 
Festival in Durham, NC on July 24-26. 
"You're looking at a star-studded field, the absolute best 800 runners 
in the nation, not just college," said EIU assistant coach Torn Akers of 
the TAC competition. "Just like in the NCAA meet, you could have probably 
run the race 10 times and had 10 different orders of finish." 
Maton took third in the NCAA outdoor 800 earlier this month in 1:46.90 
and was runner-up in the NCAA indoor 1,000-rneter run at 2:20.82 in March. 
His indoor finish was the highest ever in school history at the Division I 
championship. Maton's outdoor performance tied that of triple jumper John 
Craft, currently the EIU women's track and cross country coach, at the 
1969 meet. 
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"I've yet to see Jim intimidated by anyone," Akers said. "A lot of 
kids, the first time they get in big meets, tend to be spectators instead 
of competitors." 
Maton qualified for the final with a school-record time of 1:46.87. 
"It was his third race in as many days," Eastern head coach Neil Moore 
said. "And in these races, you have to run for your life, as fast as 
possible. There is no second chance. The people you're going up against 
are some of the best in the country, if not the world. 
"Jim's ultimate goal is to get to the Olympics, and the experience 
that Jim goes through this summer will help him in his quest to reach that 
goal." 
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